
'WHEN ENOUGH IS ENOUGH’
A Play in One Act

by

Lee R J Middlehurst
Cast of Characters
Joe:
A man in his 20s.

The Devil:
A man in his 50s.

Secubus1:
A woman in her 20s. Very glamorous

Secubus2:
A woman in her 20s. Very glamorous

The Devil’s ‘alter ego’:
A man in his 20s.

Ashley:
A man in his 20s.

Reporter:
An American man/woman in his/her 30s.

Partygoers:
Various ages and genders.

The Devil’s assistants/stagehands:


Various ages and genders. They are all dressed and masked as zombies except for one who is the young muscular man and an extra sitting on the sofa (both in Scene 3).
Scene
Various locations in a major city.

Time
The present.

Scene 1
SETTING:
In some area, perhaps outside.  

AT RISE:
THE REPORTER holds a microphone.  He/She is well dressed and confident.

REPORTER
(He speaks to the audience. (S)He holds a microphone near to his mouth. The microphone has a card around it that has a logo of ‘DNN’)

Hello and welcome back. I'm here standing in front of one of the most impressive sets designed for the exclusive use of one person. That person we've all been talking about. 

(The REPORTER pauses)

Joe Chalmers. I shall be going undercover at the party scene later on in the story at Sue's. This is Stan Raver, reporting for DNN as the story unfolds. 

(The REPORTER turns to his left and calmly walks off the stage.)

(END OF SCENE)


Scene 2

SETTING:
Near the front door inside and 



outside JOE’s flat

AT RISE:
JOE is leaning over a small table writing on a post-it note.

JOE

Mike, it's 7.30pm. See you at Sue's.  Hopefully. 


(He goes out of his flat, locks the door and sticks the note on the door.  He goes over to the lift in the middle of the stage.  He presses it’s call button and stands waiting. THE DEVIL enters from the left behind Joe’s back.)

THE DEVIL


Settling in OK? 

JOE

(JOE turns around.)

‘Scuse me? 

THE DEVIL

(THE DEVIL casually strolls nearer to JOE.)

All this took at lot of trouble you know? 

JOE
Look, do I know you or something? 

THE DEVIL


Oh, yes. Very well. 

JOE
(JOE looks away at the lift and then turns back.)

Look. Do I-

(JOE looks around but THE DEVIL has disappeared.) 
(Then the sound of a front door being closed and locked.  ASHLEY comes onto stage from the right facing JOE by the lift. He carries a box of all sorts of paraphernalia, including tights dangling over the edge.) 



ASHLEY


Hi, I ... I came- I mean I just moved in to the ... flat.  So ... how are things? 

JOE
Fine. Fine. You OK? 



ASHLEY


Great. Great. Yeah, yeah. Just ... Just taking this stuff down to ... to a friend downstairs. I mean she's  ... mother's friend and ... I'm just taking the ... stuff. So nice weather, huh? 

JOE
Huh? What? 



ASHLEY


... yeah, OK. Apart from the rain and stuff. And it's been a bit cold I suppose.  And the vicious snowstorms weren't that nice either.  ... did you press the button for the lift? Yeah, yeah, of course you did. Of course you did.
(The lift door opens.  JOE goes in first and then ASHLEY follows.  He stands at the front. As the door closes.)

(One of the stagehands stands by the lift carrying cards. As THE DEVIL enters the scene the stagehand reveals the number 8. He drops each card revealing the next number down [7, 6 etc.] as each actor speaks.)



THE DEVIL


(He enters the lift from the black curtain at the back.)

This set. Quite impressive isn't it? 

(ASHLEY starts, as he was certain the lift was empty when he and JOE walked into it.)

JOE
(JOE looks at THE DEVIL.)

What do you want? 



THE DEVIL


Want? My dear boy, I don't want that I haven't already got. 

JOE
So what are you-? You trying to tempt me or something? 



THE DEVIL


Why is it whenever I appear people always say, "Oh look. It's the Devil.  He must be here to tempt me." Can you lot get it into your heads that you do a good enough job without any help from me? Jeez. 

JOE
Yeah, right. 

(The lift stops and ASHLEY gets out at his floor shaking his head in puzzlement)



THE DEVIL


(THE DEVIL looks at JOE.)

I think that guy was quite weird.  Do you think that guy was weird? 

JOE
I think you're weird. 

(At this point, the stagehand reveals the numbers -1, -2, -3, -4, and HELL. [He drops each card revealing the next number]. He holds this card.)


THE DEVIL


My stop I think.

(Glancing at JOE and to the audience as he speaks.) 

Well, I'm here. I mean, I'm just here.  So ... carry on.  
(THE DEVIL looks around at the audience and the venue. He speaks to the audience.)

Well, you'd have thought they'd have done this place up while I was away.  A bit drab don't you think?  
(THE DEVIL scans the audience.)

Right. Who's for torturing and beheading? Or is it beheading and then torturing? I never can remember! 

(He nominates an audience member and two of his ASSISTANTS stagger to that person and indicate they should stand up and come with them.  They go out of the audience area.)

(THE DEVIL turns to his left and calmly walks off the stage.)

(END OF SCENE)

Scene 3
SETTING:
In the kitchen of Sue’s home, 
during the party.  Multiple voices in the party
AT RISE:
THE DEVIL and SECUBUS1 are in the kitchen. THE DEVIL holds his arm around her neck pressing her to his chest.


THE DEVIL


Do you understand what to do? 



SECUBUS1


Yes. 



THE DEVIL


I don't think you do.  Such a lovely neck; I could snap it just like that. 



SECUBUS1


Look, let me go. I'll do anything. Just let me go. 



THE DEVIL


Then get on with it! 

(He shoves her towards the kitchen door leading to the party.  
SECUBUS1 sits on a chair. JOE and his friend, MIKE, sit together on a sofa.  SECUBUS1 smiles flirtatiously at JOE.  JOE and MIKE are lustfully looking at SECUBUS1.)

MIKE


(ad lib) Do you think she's as good-looking as Ethel? You know Dot's mate from Eastenders.

JOE

(ad lib) I think she's looking at me.

MIKE

(ad lib) She's clocking you. She's clocking you. You wanna show her you're more like... [indistinct]
SECUBUS1

(ad lib) So... 

(In the kitchen we can see THE DEVIL transforming into a young muscular man OR THE DEVIL summoning his ALTER EGO from the wings onto the stage in the kitchen.)

MIKE


(ad lib) And I'm talking women - know what I mean?
(He gets up.  JOE’s 2nd friend gets up as well.)

(SECUBUS1 gets out of her chair and goes to sit next to him.  The young muscular man sits by JOE on the other side.  SECUBUS1 places her hand on JOE’s knee and the ALTER EGO slaps his hand on JOE’s other knee. The ALTER EGO pulls Joe up and throws him out of the house.)  
(END OF SCENE)

Scene 4
SETTING:
Outside.  

AT RISE:
JOE walks home dejectedly and shelters in a large undercover area while he pulls his coat on. SECUBUS2 walks over to him.
SECUBUS2


Cold isn't it?
JOE
Yeah, I know. Tell me about it.
SECUBUS2


Do you live round here? I've seen you before.
JOE
Yeah, I live just up- Well 'round that way and up there, yeah.  

(He looks off stage.)

Raining isn't it?
SECUBUS2


(She walks nearer to JOE.)

Are you alright? 

JOE
(He turns to SECUBUS2.)

No, I'm not OK, right. I've just been- 

You know what happened, right?  I'm sitting at this party, I was talking to some girl and she comes up and sits next to me. I don't know what- 

The next thing I know I some big guy is grabbing me and kicking me out.
SECUBUS2

Really?

JOE

Yeah, I'm not-

What did I do? It's Sue's party. I know who Sue is.  He's got no right to be...
SECUBUS2


(Flirtatiously) 
What you doing now? You going home?

JOE

Why?

SECUBUS2


(Flirtatiously) 

You want me to walk with you?

JOE
Do you want to walk me home? 

SECUBUS2


Yeah.

(They cuddle and are just about to kiss when SECUBUS2 knees JOE in the groin.  He collapses.)

(SECUBUS2 turns to look at THE DEVIL who stands at one side unseen by JOE) 
Satisfied? 

(As SECUBUS2 strides passed THE DEVIL he roughly catches and shakes her. [Joe is quietly leaving the stage.])

THE DEVIL


I don't like your attitude. I own every blade of grass. Every scrap of dirt. Including you.

(He throws her onto the floor and continues talking as he straightens his jacket.)

Well, I hope you found our little chat... instructive.  Smarten yourself up. You're gong to be needed again in a couple of minutes. 

(END OF SCENE)

Scene 5
SETTING:
Inside JOE’s flat

AT RISE:
JOE in his flat and throws his jacket on his bed.  He pauses hearing laughing in his lounge.  He strides through the door into the lounge area and sees THE DEVIL sat on his sofa alongside SECUBUS1 and SECUBUS2.
THE DEVIL


Ah, good of you to come. 

JOE
What the Hell are you doing in my flat man? 

THE DEVIL


Strictly speaking it's not your flat.  I see you obviously don't remember how you got here. 

JOE
Oh yeah? What have I forgotten? 

THE DEVIL


Selling you soul to me for your heart's desires? 

JOE
What you talking about for my heart's desires? 

THE DEVIL


Your dying in the operating theatre? 

JOE
Dying in the operating theatre? 

THE DEVIL


Look JOE. You are in Hell. 

JOE
Hell? 

THE DEVIL


As your punishment - or whatever you want to call it   I thought that you'd relive this day over and over again until, of course, I get bored or some such. 

JOE
Well, let me tell you about it yeah? This is my flat.  I know what my flat looks like. I know what this furniture here is. I bought it.  Now I don't know what you're doing here. I don't know what these people are doing here. 

But I'm going to tell you something. I'm leaving here in about 5 minutes. When I come back I don't want to see you. 
(JOE points at his secubi) 

You. 
(JOE looks at THE DEVIL) 
I don't want to see anybody here. Do you understand me? 



(THE DEVIL, SECUBUS1 and SECUBUS2 laugh at him) 

Get out of here. I don't what to see you. Get the Hell out, man. 

(JOE exits the lounge area. THE DEVIL stands up and casually exits the stage.  SECUBUS1 and SECUBUS2 murmur to each other then go to JOE and whisper to him. They then exit the stage where THE DEVIL exited.)
(END OF SCENE)

Scene 6
SETTING:
In some area, perhaps outside.  

AT RISE:
THE REPORTER walks onto the stage, holding a microphone.  He/She is well dressed and confident.

REPORTER


(He speaks to the audience. (S)He holds a microphone near to his mouth. The microphone has a card around it that has a logo of ‘DNN’)

So there you have it. JOE is condemned to reliving the same night over and over.  Now some of you may- 
(REPORTER is distracted by noise from offstage. THE DEVIL enters stage holding his head.  He staggers and then is alerted by JOE, SECUBUS1 and SECUBUS2 entering the stage wielding various objects.  THE DEVIL is scared and runs off stage amongst audience.  JOE, SECUBUS1 and SECUBUS2  follow THE DEVIL.  They exit the theatre running.  REPORTER looks troubled and turns to the audience speaking hesitantly.)
Aren't they just as bad as the Devil doing that?
(END OF PLAY)
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